
 —Plaster Rock, New Brunswick

LIFE IS GOOD when you can skate
into the beer tent.

The tent sat on a frozen lake
ringed by snow-covered pines in Eastern
Canada. Carved into the ice were 22
hockey rinks shimmering beneath flood
lamps. I stood there sweating two week-
ends ago, with a hockey stick in one hand
and a Labatt Blue in the other. Three
friends and I had come 850 miles from
Washington, D.C., to this little mill town
to play in the Third Annual World Pond
Hockey Championships. We wound up
back in our childhood.

I’d heard last year that Plaster Rock,
population 1,200, hosts an outdoor hockey
tournament. Eighty teams, four skaters
per team. No goalies. Goal nets only 10
inches high. The champs get their names
etched on a wooden trophy sculpted in
the shape of the Stanley Cup, the venera-
ble championship trophy of the National
Hockey League.

I couldn’t sign up fast enough. I’ve
played hockey for 40 years, but I hadn’t
played on a pond since my Dad built a
rink in our backyard in Detroit with nets
made from pine boards and chicken
wire.

My team was the Y.A.N.K.S.—Your
Average No-talent Knuckleheads from
the South, made up of guys I play with on
Thursday nights. Nick Carone, age 38, a
home remodeler from Buffalo, N.Y., won
an NCAA title playing for Harvard in
1989. Vancouver native Greg Buchanan,
a 30-year-old private equity investor,
played at Union College in Schenectady,
N.Y. Mortgage broker Tony Gray, 43,
runs our weekly skate in Rockville, Md.

How to Get MVP Status
With my snowshoe speed and stone

hands, I was easily our worst player. But
I’d had the foresight to rent a cottage on
Roulston Lake, where the tournament is
played. While other teams shlepped from
motels half an hour away, we crunched
through the snow a few hundred yards to
games, and came home to Alpine Lagers
and ketchup-flavored potato chips. Next
door was the Settlers Inn, home of the
Frisbee-size omelet. Before a puck was
dropped, I was MVP.

The rinks glistened in the sun when
we walked down on our first morning.
We sat on hay bales lacing our skates,
the 10-degree chill stinging our faces.
“Man, this is awesome,” Nick said.
Smart aleck that I am, I’d worn gym
shorts because a cameraman from Cana-
da’s Weather Network had come to see
how Americans handle cold. I handled it
by catching a rut in the ice and taking a

swan dive. Pond ice, I remembered, is
really hard.

Other memories flooded back when
the games began. Our skate blades
started to squeak as the temperature
dropped below zero. The cold burned our
nostrils even as sweat trickled down our
necks. We struggled to see the puck in
the twilight shadows. We dug it out of
snowbanks and argued over which team
should get it. After each game—we won

three of six, finishing tied for 17th—we
shook hands and took photos with our
rivals. During games, though, there was
always “that little edge that comes with
playing hockey,” as Tony put it.

Afterward, we glided past the two gi-
ant inflatable Labatt cans to the beer
tent for beverages and steamed Atlantic
mussels. On Saturday night, most of the
town showed up for a dance at the high-
school gym. “First high-school dance
where I didn’t have to hide my rum-and-

coke,” one skater said. By night’s end, I
was on stage singing with the Downtown
Blues Band and Greg was cooking hot
wings at the Timber Town Lounge. We
weren’t our sharpest for our 10 a.m.
game, but we probably wouldn’t have
won it anyway.

A Welcoming Atmosphere
The locals made us feel like locals

ourselves. Peter White, proprietor of the
Settlers Inn, shuttled us around in his
minivan. Bank executive Mike Haley
swapped me his cool Royal Bank of Can-
ada jersey. A woman gave Greg a can of
fiddleheads, a fern that people cook with
butter and vinegar.

But the best part came Friday night.
Losing by six goals in the middle of a
game, we were waiting for a face-off
when snow began to fall. We all looked up
to see millions of flakes spinning out of
the black velvet sky. “This is perfect,”
whispered one of our opponents, a young
man named Bellissimo.

In an instant, I was on my backyard
pond in Detroit again. Dinner was over
and my homework was done. I was stand-
ing in my skates in the light spilling from
my Mom’s kitchen, slapping pucks into
the dark end of the yard. The rest of the
world disappeared.

YANKEE FANS might want
to hold off before popping

those Perrier Jouet corks.
While the Bombers certainly
caused a tabloid splash by
trading for MVP shortstop
Alex Rodriguez, one big
question is left unanswered:
Will the American League’s
best player actually make
the league’s reigning
champs better this season
and allow them to run away
from an improved Boston
Red Sox squad? The answer
is, surprisingly, no.

Mr. Rodriguez is cer-
tainly a better hitter than
the man he was traded for,
second baseman Alfonso So-
riano. But the margin isn’t
as large as you’d think. To
measure that margin, look
at their BOP (Bases Over
Plate appearances). Last
year, while Mr. Rodriguez
posted a stellar .650 BOP,
Mr. Soriano’s .576 BOP
wasn’t that far behind.

The Hiddden Trade
That’s a clear win for

Mr. Rodriguez, but that’s not
the whole story. The 2003
Yankees had All-Star Aaron
Boone (he of the recently
blown-out knee that started
the chain of events leading
to the A-Rod trade) at third;
the 2004 version will have
journeyman Miguel Cairo,
or someone like him, at sec-
ond. Mr. Boone hit 24 hom-
ers and drove in 92 runs
last year for a very respect-
able .511 BOP. Mr. Cairo
has just 19 career homers,
and posted a 2003 BOP of
only .393. And A-Rod’s stats
don’t make up the differ-
ence. Last year, Mr. Soriano
and Mr. Boone had a com-
bined BOP of 1.087, which
means that between them
they produced slightly more than one
base for every two trips to the plate.
Mr. Rodriguez and Mr. Cairo com-
bined for a slightly lower 1.043 BOP.
So this deal won’t put more runs on
the board for this year’s Yankees.

Then there’s the problem of fit-
ting two All-Star shortstops (Mr. Rod-

riguez and incumbent Derek Jeter)
into one infield. The conventional
wisdom is that A-Rod will move to
third base. But is that really the
smart move?

Let’s look at their defensive stats.
Last year, A-Rod led the American
League with a .989 fielding percent-

age, while Mr. Jeter
was second-from-last
among regular AL

shortstops with a .969
mark. Look at Range Factor,

which measures how many
plays a fielder makes per nine
innings; A-Rod slips to fifth in
the AL, with a 4.54 rating, but
Jeter plummets to dead last in all
of baseball with a 3.75 mark.
That means that over the course
of a season, Mr. Rodriguez will
make 128 plays that Mr. Jeter
will not.
So, while Mr. Rodriguez may

well be the best fielding shortstop in
baseball, Mr. Jeter is the most over-
rated. But Mr. Jeter isn’t moving.
Why? Politics. With a near-fistful of
rings, and .317 career batting aver-
age, the Yankee captain is halfway
through a Hall of Fame career. Mov-
ing to second or third could lower
his odds of getting through the
doors in Cooperstown. Mr. Rod-
riguez, who is on a pace to
shatter Hank Aaron’s home-
run record, is a virtual
lock no matter where he
plays. All of which will be
cool comfort to a Yankee
pitcher who’s just seen a
potential double play

grounder turn into a bases-
clearing single.

So, Red Sox fans, take a
deep breath. The A-Rod deal
won’t swing this year’s AL
East race, any more than
an A-Rod for Manny
Ramirez trade would have
guaranteed a pennant for
Boston. Indeed, this deal’s
biggest benefits are likely a
few years away, when the
Yankees have replaced Mr.
Cairo with a another rising
star like Jose Vidro, and
Mr. Rodriguez is still the
best player in the league.
But as spring training
begins, baseball’s most
intriguing divisional race is

still up for grabs.

GoodDayatPlasterRock
By the Numbers / By Allen St. John

TheA-RodEffect

On Sports / By Bryan Gruley
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After catching a rut
in the ice and taking
a swan dive, it came
back to me—pond
ice is really hard.
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Journal Link: WSJ.com sub-
scribers can read a roundup
of the best in sports, in The

Daily Fix, weekday mornings in
the Online Journal at WSJ.com.

The Y.A.N.K.S. hit the ice in the World
Pond Hockey Championships.

Sports

7

ADrop in BOP
According to BOP (Grand Total Bases Over Plate Appearances),
last year’s Yankee combo at second and third outperformed new
third baseman Alex Rodriguez and second baseman Miguel Cairo.

TOTAL
BASES BB

NET
STEALS*

GRAND
TOTAL
BASES

PLATE
APPS BOP

A. Rodriguez 364 87 14 465 715 .650

M. Cairo 98 13 3 114 290 .393

Total 1.043

A. Soriano 358 38 27 423 734 .576

A. Boone 268 46 20 334 654 .511

Total 1.087
*stolen bases minus times caught stealing
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Across
1 Items shot by

Rangers

6 In shock

11 Beseeches

18 Let breathe

19 Frugal folks

21 Fruitcake

22 Breakfast sound

24 Like many rural
roads

25 Legend from
Hoboken

26 Mideast expert

28 Rachel’s baby on
“Friends”

29 “Who’s ___
daddy?”

30 Advanced
attorney’s deg.

32 Plasterer’s strip

33 Warhol subject

35 Hosp. workers

36 Tries to get,
at eBay

39 Made like
Baryshnikov

41 Carry-___ 
(some luggage)

42 Hotel room
service

44 Get a second
opinion?

46 Less ruddy

48 Island of
southern Japan,
familiarly

49 Pet protectors’
org.

50 Credit lines?

53 Respecting

54 Make a scene?

56 Listening to
music, perhaps

59 Truck stop sight

60 Troop group:
Abbr.

61 Line from 
a book?

63 One going
downhill

64 Greenland feature

66 Joust equipment

68 Acting expert
Hagen

70 Call a turkey?

71 Lemmon’s 
“Some Like It
Hot” co-star

72 Ruined

73 Brotherhood
brothers

75 Foil alternative

77 Worldwide
workers’ agcy.

78 Leave speechless

79 Frosted treat

81 Magnate Onassis

82 Big name in
faucets

83 Swinging dude

85 Quest of some
candidates: Abbr.

86 Spray in the
kitchen

88 Punish, in a way

91 One of the Five
Nations

93 Bachelor party
destinations

95 PIN-user’s place

97 Pronto

99 Meals on sticks

100 Gun in the garage

103 Playground retort

105 Little lady

107 R.R. stop

108 Long locks

109 Arp art

110 Scottie, e.g.

113 Photographic film
treatment

115 All excited

118 Some summer
employees

120 More substantial

121 Visited a fast
food joint, say

122 Come forth

123 Hill worker

124 Makeup name

125 Mel’s co-star in
“The River”

Down
1 Rack’s partner

2 Ariel circles it

3 Siren source

4 Goldie’s partner

5 Twinkly

6 “Try me”

7 Big bash

8 State firmly

9 Petunia part

10 The bigs

11 Novel idea?

12 “Head for the
hills!”

13 Hydrocarbon
ending

14 One of the Ivies,
informally

15 Contents of an
album, perhaps

16 Heartless one?

17 Most of a world
map

18 Nineveh’s land:
Abbr.

20 Venom

23 Volcanic
depressions

27 Driver’s challenge

31 East Lansing sch.

33 Autumnal equinox
mo.

34 Febreze target

36 Ling of 
“The Crow”

37 Footnote abbr.

38 Rube’s refusal

40 Ring

42 Funny first
baseman

43 “Over there!”

45 Dweeb

46 Armand of “The
Mambo Kings”

47 Shtick figure

49 Piazza place

51 Clicked “send”

52 Nurses

53 Red-cheeked

55 Peanuts

57 Puppy bites

58 They’re spotted 
in Vegas

61 Bear lair

62 “Wait ___!”

63 Went under

65 Signal to enter

67 He follows Jay

69 Warty one

74 Didn’t donate

76 Outstay, vis-à-vis
stout

80 Beehive, e.g.

81 Parisian gal pal

82 Lambda followers

84 Afternoon
gatherings

87 Ararat lander

89 Show affection
up north

90 Kin of arch., in
the dictionary

92 Skater Midori

93 Saw-toothed

94 Pollutants
banned since 
the 1970s

95 Freakish TV family
of old

96 Just right

98 On or about

100 Barbershop
collection

101 Couch potato’s
lack

102 Song section

104 Present day
hero?

106 Bar garnishes

108 Odometer reading

110 Guam, e.g.: Abbr.

111 Spaceship Earth
setting

112 Rakehell

114 Ashton’s beau

116 “Scram!”

117 Summer sign

119 Sporty truck,
briefly

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21

22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32 33 34

35 36 37 38 39 40 41

42 43 44 45

46 47 48 49 50 51 52

53 54 55 56 57 58 59

60 61 62 63 64 65

66 67 68 69 70 71

72 73 74 75 76 77

78 79 80 81 82

83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90

91 92 93 94

95 96 97 98 99 100 101 102

103 104 105 106 107 108

109 110 111 112 113 114

115 116 117 118 119

120 121 122

123 124 125

Computer Boxes / by Kyle Mahowald & Nancy Salomon

The Journal Crossword / Edited by Mike Shenk

P A S S U P A C C E S S B E A R D E D
A P P E A R S H A R P E U N R E A D Y
M O O R W I T H A V I E W G O O D M E N
P R O F N E O N N E N E S C E N E
A T F S C A R C E I S R A E L

T H E R E E D H U N T E R O D D
S E G A R D I O N E P I C U R E S
C A U C U S E D T O S S R E A D A P T
A T L G O W I T H T H E W O L F B T U
R E F S S A L A S O R A S E G O
F R O T H N U M B D A H L S A F E R

F E E S T A R S P O U T T A X I
K A Z F I V E R A T S H O T E L V I P
E L E C T R A A N E W S E M I N O L E
Y O U R S E L F D R A T T O N E R
U S A N E I L O N T H E F A R M

C A S T L E S E S A M E H O C
S I L K S E T A L A T M O E A C H
A D O P T E E T R A P T H E R E D S E A
A L S O R A N E N T I R E A V A T A R
B E T T O R S R O E P E R L A M E N T

Last Week’s Solution

1Journal Link: For an interactive version of the Journal Crossword that can be solved online,
see the online Journal at WSJ.com.


